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Faculty of Liberal Arts and Sciences

LETS enjoy this new month!
Although it may not be the autumn we
expected with a lockdown, remember that
you are not alone, we are all in this
together.
During this time, remember to look after
your Mental Health. There are apps such
as Headspace or Calm with guided
meditations and websites such as "The
Good Trade" focused on wellness and
lifestyle.
Whilst it is important to also read the
privacy policies of these apps, these
applications are aimed at helping you
maintain your wellbeing during the strange
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times we are living in.

November News: 

Tim Berners-Lee startup launches privacy-focused service to secure your data

“The company's idea: store your personal information separately and share only what's

necessary with services only when you're accessing them. Widespread adoption of Inrupt

-- if it succeeds -- could mark a turning point for the internet, prompting a move away from

apps and services that harvest your data in order to serve personalized ads.”

Scientists 3D print microscopic Star Trek spaceship that moves on its own

A team of physicists at a university in the Netherlands have 3D-printed a microscopic

version of the USS Voyager, an Intrepid-class starship from Star Trek. They said that

"understanding (synthetic microswimmers) could aid in developing new drug delivery
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vehicles; for example, microrobots that swim autonomously and deliver drugs at the

desired location in the human body."

Biden beats Trump: Here's what it means for tech

“Though the pandemic has pushed technology issues, including net neutrality, rural

broadband and online privacy, to the side-line, battle lines have nonetheless been drawn

over how to rein in big tech companies. As the influence and size of companies like

Google, Twitter and Facebook have grown, lawmakers have questioned whether more

regulation and reforms to antitrust law are needed.”

Amazon Argues Users Don't Actually Own Purchased Prime Video Content.

In support of a motion to dismiss a recent class-action suit alleging unfair competition and

false advertising, Amazon argues that the Prime Video Terms of Use clearly explain that a

purchase of video content results in a limited license for “on-demand viewing over an

indefinite period of time,” and that some content may later become unavailable due to

license restrictions or other reasons.

How artificial intelligence may be making you buy things

More retailers are using AI (artificial intelligence) to try to automatically predict and

encourage our very specific preferences and purchases like never before. It builds a

profile of customers to suggest products they did not realise they wanted. Who is being

targeted by what offers, and what metrics are they based on?

Experts Say Education Coming to the VR World Is Going to Be “Absolutely

Incredible”

Virtual reality may seem like an unlikely medium in which students can make the grade,

much less excel. But, with the pandemic sparking the search for remote learning options,

educators are beginning to discover the benefits of VR.

YouTube Took Down Multiple Livestreams Broadcasting Fake Election Results

Before polls closed anywhere in the country on Election Day, YouTube removed live

streams that broadcasted fake election results videos; similarly, TikTok deleted videos

from two popular pro-Trump accounts that promoted election misinformation, including

allegations that Democrats have plotted to steal the election.

Twitter’s Pledge To Label Misleading Tweets Could Effectively Slow Down Their
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After labelling one of President Trump’s tweets as constituting misleading content about

the election only thirty-six minutes after it was posted, Twitter was able to quickly slow

down the tweet’s overall spread as people could not easily reshare the post; according to

an analysis by the Election Integrity Partnership, the labelling of the tweet reduced the rate

of retweets from 827 times per minute to 151 times per minute.

On the lighter side...

Kanye West buys Kim Kardashian hologram of her late father for 40th Birthday

Kanye West has bought Kim Kardashian West a hologram of her late father, Robert

Kardashian, to celebrate her 40th birthday. This article shows a video of how well done the

hologram is, and what the future could possibly be bringing for those more privileged.

EVENTS 

Please note, when clicking on the title of each event, it will take you directly to the website

to sign up.

17th of November

"GDPR and Brexit: What happens next?" (10-11am)

This webinar, hosted by Naomi Korn, will review what happens with contractual obligations

and, in the case of a No Deal Brexit, the impact and focus on specific ramifications and

next steps.

"Benefiting from the Human Genome" (4pm)

In this Radcliffe Institute program, Wojcicki will discuss the evolving benefits of genomic

science, including the company’s crowdsourced research platform. This platform has

played a role in creating one of the largest COVID-19 research studies, exploring whether

genetics plays a role in the severity or susceptibility to the virus

18th of November

"Anti-Blackness and Technology" (3:30pm)
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The Center for Black Studies Research and The Multicultural Center, at the University of

California Santa Barbara presents, Anti-Blackness & Technology. Featuring: Safiya Umoja

Noble (UCLA), Ruha Benjamin (Princeton), Andre' Brock (Georgia Tech), and Charlton

McIlwain (NYU).

19th of November

"Intro to Cyber Threat Intelligence: Workshop | Online" (8-9pm)

Looking to understand the core concepts of cybersecurity? Join us for an overview of one

of these pillars: Cyber Threat Intelligence (CTI).

"Communications and Media Annual Lecture: Lana Swartz" (6-8pm)

One of the basic structures of everyday life, money is at its core a communication media.

Payment systems – cash, card, app, or Bitcoin – are informational and symbolic tools that

integrate us into, or exclude us from, the society that surrounds us. Lana Swartz reveals

what’s at stake when we pay.

24th of November

"Dark Patterns" (4:30-6pm)

The Center for Information Technology, Society, and Law (ITSL) examines this

phenomenon from the perspectives of infomatics, psychology, ethics and law. The goal is

to gain a better understanding of this phenomenon and to outline possible solutions.

27th of November

"What the heck is legal tech?" (6-7pm)

In this session, experienced legal technologists will discuss certain issues at ‘entry-level’

for a law student audience, showing examples of machine learning technology, as well as

other popular uses of artificial intelligence (AI) and legal tech in law firms.

Opportunities 

Call for Chapters: AI and Human Rights

The editors, Aleš Završnik, at ales.zavrsnik@pf.uni-lj.si, and Katja Simončič, at

katja.simoncic@pf.uni-lj.si invite submissions of 400-500 words chapter proposals by 30th

of November 2020. Authors must include also a short (15 line) bio, their institutional

details and contact details. Commissioned chapters will be around 6,000-9,000 words and

will be due by 1 May 2021. Please email for further instructions.
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Virtual Internet and Society Fellowship 2021 

Time frame: 3-6 months between May and December 2021 

Application deadline: 22 November 2020

They invite applications from early and advanced researchers with diverse backgrounds

and professional experiences, who wish to contribute to the range of the institute’s

transdisciplinary internet research.

Center for Democracy & Technology (CDT)’s Fellows program 2021

Fellows represent a wide range of academic fields and disciplines, reflecting the

tremendous impact technology has on all aspects of life. They are now taking applications.

CDT Postdoctoral Fellow - Explainability of AI in Content Moderation

2021

The Center for Democracy Technology (CDT) is seeking a Postdoctoral Fellow to work on

developing models and tools to improve the explainability and auditability of AI-based

content moderation systems. This can include systems used in classifying, filtering, and

recommending content on social media and other platforms.

Read/Write/Listen 

"Is Twitter Going Full Resistance? Here’s the Woman Driving the Change"

The war between conservatives and Twitter is heating up, in part because of Vijaya

Gadde’s unheralded influence on the iconic social-media company.

"Can the law stop internet bots from undressing you?"

Tools available on the social media app Telegram, which allows users to upload innocent

images of a (clothed) person, and request that the person in the image is “digitally

undressed” for a fee. Telegram has more than 400 million active monthly users.
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While Telegram operates predominantly as a messaging app, it facilitates autonomous

programmes (referred to as “bots”), one of which is able to digitally synthesise these

deepfake naked images.

"The Batteries of the Future Are Weightless and Invisible"

This is an article by Daniel Oberhaus in which he talks about Tesla's Battery Day, the

promises made by Elon Musk and how it seems that he is looking to the past by current

academics and experts in the area of batteries.

Podcast: "Law technology Now, thinking like a lawyer"

This monthly podcast features the editor in chief of Law Technology News, Monica Bay,

interviewing key experts of the legal technology community, about top issues confronting

the legal profession.

Interesting fact of the month 

Did you know there are virtual influencers out there? Yes, computer-generated

influencers are a real thing, like the one below! Her name is Imma (@imma.gram) and has

even worked with IKEA to advertise their products. It is incredible how real the pictures

look and the fact that she is not the only one. What do you think? Has technology

managed to amaze you once more or creeped you out due to its closeness with reality?

When will the line between fiction and reality become blurred?
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LETS Make a Change
Technology does also play a role in being more sustainable. There are some actions you
can do to help:
Download the UN AWorld mobile app as part of their Act Now campaign
It allows you to choose and track a set of sustainable habits, and see the impact you are
making in terms of CO2, water and electricity saved. You can also take educational
journeys, engage in group challenges, get tips and take quizzes, all geared toward living
more sustainably.
Turn off the lights and unplug
"When you consume less power, you reduce the number of toxic fumes released by power
plants, conserve the earth’s natural resources and protect ecosystems from destruction.
By taking steps to reduce your energy intake, you’ll contribute to a healthier and happier
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world."
Use LED lights if possible
LED light bulbs are extremely energy-efficient and long-lasting; an LED bulb can cut
energy consumption by over 80% when compared to conventional light bulbs and can last
up to 25% longer.

Contact Us 

We are always happy to hear from you – if you have any ideas, comments, wish to join us,

or simply wish to connect drop us a line at letslabnews@gmail.com

If someone has forwarded this to you and you would like to receive our monthly

newsletter, you can subscribe by vising this link http://eepurl.com/hfzKfL 

Please check our social media accounts by clicking on the icons below. There we will

keep you updated throughout the month!

Twitter Instagram letslabnews@gmail.com

"Be the best version of yourself"
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