
M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

Hello everyone! Deadlines season is here and I want to

wish everyone good luck with their studies!  

Remember to disconnect, take a minute, and breathe! It

will be a good month! 
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N E W S

Google reportedly ran secret ‘Project Bernanke’ that boosted its own ad-buying

system over competitors
A federal judge has since let Google refile the document under seal. But according to the Journal,

“Bernanke” was not disclosed to outside advertisers, and proved lucrative for Google, generating

hundreds of millions of dollars for the company. 

China fines Alibaba $2.8 billion after antitrust investigation

China has hit Alibaba, one of the country’s biggest online retailers, with a record $2.8 billion (18.2

billion yuan) fine, after an investigation found the ecommerce giant violated China’s anti-monopoly law.

Lawsuit against Amazon alleging it failed to protect workers from COVID-19 moved back to NY

state court

A federal judge has granted the New York attorney general’s request to move a lawsuit against Amazon

back to New York state court, Reuters reported. AG Letitia James’ lawsuit alleges that the ecommerce

giant failed to protect workers at its Brooklyn and Staten Island warehouses from COVID-19 during the

early months of the pandemic, and retaliated against employees who complained about the lack of

safety measures. 

Facebook spent $23 million for CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s security in 2020

A new filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission shows that Facebook spent more than $23

million last year on security for CEO Mark Zuckerberg. Facebook’s annual reviews of company security

“identified specific threats to Mr. Zuckerberg,” according to a proxy statement filed Friday.

This hugely popular screenshot app is a privacy nightmare

The Lightshot app generates URLs that are easy to guess or scrape, making it alarmingly easy for

anyone to view grabs of private messages or intimate photos. People are unknowingly doxxing

themselves and leaking their own sensitive private information.

https://www.theverge.com/2021/4/11/22378296/google-secret-project-bernanke-ad-buying-competitors-texas
https://www.theverge.com/2021/4/10/22377500/china-fines-alibaba-2-8-billion-anitrust
https://www.theverge.com/2021/4/10/22377308/lawsuit-amazon-protect-workers-covid-19-new-york-warehouse-smalls-jfk8
https://www.theverge.com/2021/4/10/22377209/facebook-spent-23-million-mark-zuckerberg-security
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/lightshot-chrome-screenshot-app


N E W S

Facebook is refusing to tell users if they were affected in mega data breach

Made possible by a bug in the platform’s contact syncing feature, the incident is said to have affected 533 million

users across 106 different countries, exposing personally identifiable information (PII) such as names, email

addresses, phone numbers and more. Facebook has said it has no plans to notify users affected.

Thousands of US government agencies using facial recognition without permission

Over 1800 government bodies in the US have been using the Clearview AI facial recognition tool with little to no

public oversight, in a clear violation of an individual's privacy, according to newly assembled data.

Bitcoin mining could single-handedly 'undermine' global sustainability drive

As mining for bitcoin requires a great deal of energy, a group of researchers have warned China that it must

implement stricter regulations and policy changes immediately or risk undermining global sustainability efforts.

Half a billion LinkedIn users have scraped data sold online

The personal data of around 500 million LinkedIn users is being sold on a popular hacking forum. Cybersecurity

news site CyberNews discovered the hoard, which includes LinkedIn IDs, full names, email addresses, phone

numbers, genders, links to LinkedIn profiles, links to other social media profiles, and professional titles, and other

work-related data.

Microsoft launches cyberattack simulator to help you check your defenses

Microsoft has released a cyberattack simulator that’s designed to enable security researchers to create simulated

network environments in order to observe the interactions between automated Artificial Intelligence (AI)-driven

attackers and defenders.

https://www.techradar.com/news/facebook-says-it-wont-notify-users-caught-up-in-data-breach
https://www.techradar.com/news/thousands-of-us-government-agencies-using-facial-recognition-without-permission
https://www.techradar.com/news/bitcoin-mining-could-single-handedly-undermine-global-sustainability-drive
https://www.techradar.com/news/half-a-billion-linkedin-users-have-scraped-data-sold-online
https://www.techradar.com/news/microsoft-launches-cyberattack-simulator-to-help-you-check-your-defenses


E V E N T S

NeuroTech Future Conference

A Neurotech Future is a collaborative project between

the Queen's University Centre for Neuroscience Studies,

the Surveillance Studies Centre, and the Faculty of Law.

This meeting brings together a diverse group of

perspectives to discuss the technological, ethical, legal

and policy issues surrounding emerging

neurotechnologies.

Thu, April 22, 2021

2:00 PM – 10:00 PM BST

An insight into legal tech within law firms

This event will be an exciting discussion featuring

panellists from top global law firms aiming to answer

these questions and many more.

Wed, 14 April 2021

18:00 – 19:30 BST

Smart Contracts - The Future of Shipping and Commercial Practice?

This webinar from the well-known International Institute of Shipping and

Trade Law at Swansea Law School will provide a platform for two

leading members of the Institute, Professors Soyer and Tettenborn, to

share their views on the matter with Professor Sarah Green, Mr Grant

Hunter, and Mr Julian Clark.

Thu, 15 April 2021

12:30 – 14:00 BST

The Code of Capital: How the Law Creates Wealth and Inequality

Capital is the defining feature of modern economies, yet most people

have no idea where it actually comes from. What is it, exactly, that

transforms mere wealth into an asset that automatically creates more

wealth? The Code of Capital (Princeton University Press) explains how

capital is created behind closed doors

Wed, 14 July 2021

15:00 – 16:00 BST

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/neurotech-future-conference-tickets-136957564763?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-insight-into-legal-tech-within-law-firms-tickets-149115232675?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/smart-contracts-the-future-of-shipping-and-commercial-practice-tickets-145201103409?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-code-of-capital-how-the-law-creates-wealth-and-inequality-tickets-143581077869?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1


E V E N T S

 Big Tech and Antitrust

A panel of antitrust experts will discuss social and

political concerns over speech, democracy, and power

in connection with Big Tech.

Thu, April 15, 2021

6:00 PM – 7:15 PM BST

Master of Laws (LL.M.) Workshop: Intellectual

Property & Technology Law

IE Law School invites you to our workshop on Intellectual

Property & Tech Law with Professors Argyri Panezi &

Norberto Andrade.

Wed, April 14, 2021

5:00 PM – 6:30 PM BST

Rethinking how we regulate Big Tech

Hear new perspectives on regulating big tech from experts in

economics, political philosophy, and law - and a tech industry

insider.

Wed, May 19, 2021

5:30 PM – 6:30 PM BST

Algorithms and Digital Legal Services - Professor Philip

Treleaven (UCL)

Based on the most recent Treleaven’s research activity sited at the

intersection of algorithms and the law, the workshop focuses on the

use of artificial intelligence (AI) and data science to automate legal

services, regulation, and the law.

Thu, April 22, 2021

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM BST

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-could-blockchain-disrupt-the-democratic-landscape-tickets-145900326805?aff=ebdssbonlinesearchhttps://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-could-blockchain-disrupt-the-democratic-landscape-tickets-145900326805?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/big-tech-and-antitrust-tickets-145167683449?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/master-of-laws-llm-workshop-intellectual-property-technology-law-tickets-145267730693?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rethinking-how-we-regulate-big-tech-tickets-137455606419?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/algorithms-and-digital-legal-services-professor-philip-treleaven-ucl-tickets-146421890817?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3778998


I N T E R E S T I N G  
F A C T  

 

Haptic feedback

suits simulate the

world of touch and

sensation! 

 

So how real does it

feel?

Have you heard about the Teslasuit? It is part of the new VirtuReal

technology. It can make you feel virtual raindrops, hugs and even bullets!  

It has been created for training purposes (e.g., police officers) as it can

recreate various types of impacts and discomfort. It is still being developed,

but who knows if we will see it for new Virtual Reality games in the future!

And how blurred the line between the real world and the virtual one do you

think will be? 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2021-04-01/vr-teslasuit-simulates-virtual-reality-touch-haptic-feedback/100030320


Have you watched our latest Digital Lounge Series webinar yet? Stacy Mitchell's

gripping account on "Amazon's Stranglehold" is now on the Greenwich Research

Space YouTube account: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD0xY-Ib-59LFyYIIACtLEg 

How AI is transforming the creative industries – in partnership with The

Economist

The ability of computers to 'think' creatively has come a long way. But what does this

change mean for those in the creative industries? Is the future of creativity destined

to be more imitation, or will it push humans to innovate even further?

Court of Appeal upholds copyright infringement finding against TuneIn Radio

At trial, the parties had characterised the potential outcomes of the case by

reference to two extremes: either "fatally undermining copyright" or "breaking the

internet". In coming down against TuneIn, the Court of Appeal's decision confirms

the approach to a significant issue of copyright law in the internet age, namely the

scope of the right of communication to the public. 

R E A D / W R I T E /
L I S T E N

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD0xY-Ib-59LFyYIIACtLEg
https://www.mishcon.com/news/tv/now-and-next-how-ai-is-transforming-the-industries
https://www.mishcon.com/news/court-of-appeal-upholds-copyright-infringement-finding-against-tunein-radio


Moral AI and the mathematical formula for happiness

In conversation with Wendell Wallach (Yale Law School & Hastings Centre) or this

episode I am joined by Wendell Wallach, an internationally recognised authority in

AI ethics and the author of “Moral Machines” and “A Dangerous Master”.

Google wins major copyright victory

The Supreme Court ruling sets new precedent in how U.S. copyright law applies to

the computer code underpinning the American tech industry.

Reducing Online Harms: A Statutory Duty of Car e

What duties does the internet owe you? A discussion with Lorna Woods, Professor of

Internet Law at the University of Essex, on establishing a statutory duty of care

owed by internet platforms to users of their services.

Facebook's 'supreme court' struggles to set global free speech rules

The Oversight Board has the power to decide what can, and cannot, be posted on

the world’s largest social network. So far, the independent body of human rights

experts, free speech supporters and legal scholars that rules on what content

Facebook must take down or put back up has reversed the social media giant’s

decisions in four out of its first five cases. 

R E A D / W R I T E /
L I S T E N

https://open.spotify.com/episode/3RuX5u98QTVjyN4ZAmQp6S
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/04/05/google-oracle-supreme-court-case-479044
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/episode-7-reducing-online-harms-a-statutory-duty-of-care/id1550739388?i=1000516666382
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/04/01/facebooks-supreme-court-struggles-to-set-global-free-speech-rules-478851


We are always happy to hear from you

– if you have any ideas, comments,

wish to join us, or simply wish to

connect drop us a line at

letslab@gre.ac.uk

You can subscribe by emailing

letslab@gre.ac.uk. Do make sure to

check our website www.lets-lab.co.uk

to check our vibrant scholarly

community, our projects, our Tech Me

Out podcast series, and past

Newsletters.

You can also check our social media

accounts, there we will keep you

updated throughout the month!

C O N T A C T  U S

mailto:letslab@gre.ac.uk
http://www.lets-lab.co.uk/

