
M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

Hello everyone! Welcome back! I hope you enjoyed the

summer and that you are feeling ready for autumn! The

leaves falling, a good pumpkin latte, and festivities

around the corner! 

This month it is also celebrated Hispanic Heritage.

Although mainly celebrated in America, the month

highlights histories, culture and contributions of Latin

Americans! Check out some information regarding

Latinos and technology here: https://techlatino.org 
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N E W S

SIM swapper charged in cryptocurrency theft scheme
A University of California San Diego student was indicted on August 26th for a SIM swapping scheme

that involved stealing phone numbers and accounts and extorting at least 40 people for cryptocurrency

and other payments, according to a new release the US Department of Justice shared on Monday. 

The battle for control of Afghanistan’s internet

Even in a country with low internet penetration, around 11.5 per cent, Afghanistan’s online presence and

infrastructure is key to its future. It’s also vital for its people as they try to stay connected to the outside

world. And while the Taliban has to decide what to do with the internet in Afghanistan, the global

companies that underpin its infrastructure have to decide what to do with the Taliban.

China’s digital yuan is a warning to the world

According to the People’s Bank of China, the aim of rolling out the DCNY (Digital Chinese Yuan) was to

protect its monetary sovereignty after the popularity of Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies posed a

threat to China’s capital account management. Critics, however, have argued that the aims of the

DCNY are more sinister.

The UK thinks it can fix GDPR. It’s wrong

In practice, the UK’s plans to fix GDPR – which currently are extremely high-level and vague – could put

it on a collision course with the European Union. Moves designed to stimulate new business could in

fact bring to an end existing data-sharing deals. And the UK’s plan to “set world-leading, gold standard

data regulation which protects privacy, but does so in as light touch a way as possible” is misguided. It

simply won’t work, experts say.

This app wants you to consent before having sex

As soon as iConsent was released, it provoked widespread outrage. Some critics imagined privacy

nightmares; legal experts argued that the agreement would not stand up in court; others focused on

perceived design flaws. Since the agreement refers only to “an act of intercourse”, where does that

leave, everything else? What happens if a user wishes to withdraw consent in the act, but doesn’t have

their phone handy?

 

https://www.theverge.com/2021/9/15/22675709/sim-swapping-crypto-theft-iphone-8
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/afghanistan-taliban-internet
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/digital-yuan-china-bitcoin-libra
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/uk-change-gdpr-eu-adequacy
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/iconsent-sexual-consent-app-denmark


N E W S

Apple's iOS 14.8 Pegasus security fix: iPhone users urged to update immediately
Apple released security updates for its iPhones, iPads, Apple Watches and Mac computers that close a vulnerability

reportedly exploited by invasive spyware built by NSO Group, an Israeli security company.

Facebook under more scrutiny after own research shows Instagram is harmful to teens

Facebook's internal research into Instagram has raised serious concerns about the photo-sharing app's impact on

the mental health of teens, prompting US lawmakers to press the world's largest social network for more answers. 

How Apple can fix its child sexual abuse problem 

Technology companies are required by US law to report any CSAM they find online to the National Center for

Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), a US non-profit child safety organisation but Apple has historically

lagged behind its competitors.

China’s propaganda firehose is going after the BBC

Chinese trolls and fake news websites have been attacking the BBC in a bid to undermine its credibility. The online

influence operation, which is being linked to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), is seemingly a response to the

BBC’s reporting on human rights abuses against Uyghur Muslims and state-backed misinformation campaigns. 

TikTok faces privacy investigations by EU watchdog

TikTok is under investigation by The Irish Data Protection Commission - its lead regulator in the EU - over two

privacy-related issues. The watchdog is looking into its processing of children's personal data, and whether TikTok is

in line with EU laws about transferring personal data to other countries, such as China. 

Former US intelligence officers admit to mercenary hacking for United Arab Emirates

The charges against them are published amid growing concerns that foreign states may be compromising US

security by recruiting intelligence personnel to bolster their own capabilities.

 

https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/apple-ios-14-8-pegasus-security-fix-iphone-users-urged-to-update-immediately/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/facebook-under-more-scrutiny-after-own-research-shows-instagram-is-harmful-to-teens/
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/apple-photo-scanning-csam
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/apple-photo-scanning-csam
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/bbc-news-china-gloom-filter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-58573049
https://news.sky.com/story/former-us-intelligence-officers-admit-to-mercenary-hacking-for-united-arab-emirates-12408433


E V E N T S

The Alternative Legal IT Conference

The Alternative Legal IT Conference brings tech leaders

from the same size law firms together to share and learn

in a unique networking environment.

21st September and 22nd of September

Location: Crowne Plaza Marlow, Fieldhouse Lane,

Marlow, SL7 1GJ

Newham Sparks at London Tech Week

A major data and digital anchor event hosted by the

London Borough of Newham, as part of London Tech

Week 2021.

22nd September

15:00– 18:00 BST

Location: The Factory Project, Factory Road, London,

E16 2HB

 

An Introduction to the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) -

Part 1

This two-part course aims to provide you with basic knowledge and

understanding of the UK GDPR and how to ensure compliance.

21st September

15:00 – 17:00 BST

Location: TBC

London Tech Week: Tech London Advocates: Young Entrepreneurs

Launch

They will provide a place for aspiring and leading young entrepreneurs

to network, collaborate and showcase their business, whilst engaging in

discussion on the most up-to-date and relevant issues within the Tech

industry. 

23rd September 

10:00 AM – 12PM BST

Location: UAL Creative Computing Institute, 45-65 Peckham Road,

London, SE5 8UF

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-alternative-legal-it-conference-tickets-164471222855?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/newham-sparks-at-london-tech-week-tickets-169858014895?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-introduction-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr-part-1-tickets-167062226617?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/london-tech-week-tech-london-advocates-young-entrepreneurs-launch-tickets-165728936711?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


E V E N T S

The Breakfast Club - Tech Panel, Networking &

Breakfast

Join them for a morning of tech startups insight,

networking and breakfast, featuring a stellar line up of

tech entrepreneurs.

28th September

08:30 AM – 10:00 AM BST

Location: Kingsland Locke, 130 Kingsland High

Street, London, E8 2LQ

Legal Geek Conference

They are bringing together law firm leaders, general counsel,

investors, scaleups, policymakers, startups and innovation-fanatics

for two days of inspiration and knowledge-sharing. 

5th - 6th October

Old Truman Brewery, 150 Brick Lane, London E1 6QL

British Legal Technology Forum 

The forum will bring together professionals from both the legal and

commercial technology sectors to examine and explore the systems,

strategies, processes and platforms that will drive law firms and

legal businesses into the next decade and beyond.

12th October

Location TBC

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-breakfast-club-tech-panel-networking-breakfast-tickets-167718196641?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.legalgeek.co/conference/
https://britishlegalitforum.com/
https://britishlegalitforum.com/


The Emirati Weather Centre has designed drones to target certain clouds and use

“electrical discharges via concentrated lasers to forcibly pool water droplets in

the air, thus triggering desired rainfall”. 

This new technology can be key for change, as some countries that have tried to

force rain use “cloud seeding” techniques.  They are adding certain substances or

chemicals, such as silver iodide, to existing clouds to induce rain. However, this also

brings safety concerns as, at the end of the day, the byproducts used will rain

down on people’s heads, crops, and drinking water. 

I N T E R E S T I N G  F A C T  

 

Did you know that

Dubai has started

to use drones with

laser beans to

force rain? 

 



How the internet censorship world turned on NetBlocks

NetBlocks has become a crucial source of truth in the era of internet shutdowns.

But many are now questioning its methods.

The draconian rise of internet shutdowns

Ten years on from the Arab Spring, internet shutdowns are increasingly used to

stifle democracy. But what comes next could be worse.

Robots are animals, not humans 

Humans have worked alongside animals for centuries. So why are we so obsessed

with comparing robots to ourselves?

Intellectual property in the world of the Metaverse

The Metaverse poses cutting-edge issues for IP owners and users that do not fit

neatly into traditional legal principles developed for the pre-metaverse world.

Wikipedia’s editing war

Can the online encyclopaedia be impartial in a world of hotly-contested

narratives? Plus, is Apple struggling to innovate? And the privacy implications of

Facebook’s smart sunglasses.

El Salvador's Bitcoin experiment

El Salvador becomes the first country to adopt Bitcoin as legal tender.

Cryptocurrency fans celebrate, but will Salvadorans benefit? Rory Cellan-Jones

speaks to Alex Gladstein from the Human Rights Foundation, who says Bitcoin can

help give citizens of poorer countries more economic freedom.

R E A D / W R I T E /

L I S T E N

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/netblocks-internet-shutdowns
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/internet-shutdowns
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/robots-animals-kate-darling
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/robots-animals-kate-darling
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/intellectual-property-in-the-world-of-the-metaverse/id1555520575?i=1000534009857
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/wikipedias-editing-war/id802996636?i=1000535623590
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/el-salvadors-bitcoin-experiment/id802996636?i=1000534896015


We are always happy to hear from you

– if you have any ideas, comments,

wish to join us, or simply wish to

connect drop us a line at

letslab@gre.ac.uk

You can subscribe by emailing

letslab@gre.ac.uk. Do make sure to

check our website www.lets-lab.co.uk

to check our vibrant scholarly

community, our projects, our Tech Me

Out podcast series, and past

Newsletters.

You can also check our social media

accounts, there we will keep you

updated throughout the month!

C O N T A C T  U S

mailto:letslab@gre.ac.uk
http://www.lets-lab.co.uk/

