
M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

Happy Pride Month!! Pride month is very important. We

ought to remember the past and celebrate the

achievements. Although there is still a long way to go, as

hate crimes continue to take place against the

LGBTQIA+ community, this month brings attention to the

importance of inclusivity, equality/equity, passion and

love. 

On a final note, remember: be kind, respect everyone

and their decisions, and love as much as you can. 
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N E W S

iOS15: Apple continues privacy war with app tracker reports
Apple device users will now be able see when individual apps request to access features such as the

microphone, camera and phone gallery, plus which third parties they have connected with in the last

seven days.

AI emotion-detection software tested on Uyghurs

A camera system that uses AI and facial recognition intended to reveal states of emotion has been

tested on Uyghurs in Xinjiang, the BBC has been told.

Julian Assange case: UK lawmakers ask Biden to drop charges against WikiLeaks founder

A cross-party group of 24 British members of Parliament wrote to President Joe Biden on Friday asking

him to drop all charges against WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange. Dropping the charges would be "an

act that would be a clarion call for freedom that would echo around the globe," they said.

Google commits to work with UK regulator on plan to drop browser cookies

Last year, Google said it will gradually remove third-party cookies, little bits of code that can let

advertisers track user history across the web. The move is part of the search giant's push toward a

privacy sandbox, which is designed to let publishers target ads based on people's interests without

infringing on privacy. 

iOS15: China exempt from Apple 'private relay' privacy feature

Apple has announced a raft of new privacy protections at its annual software developer conference.

They include a function called "private relay", where users' web browsing behaviour can be hidden from

Apple, internet providers and advertisers.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-57392458
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-57101248
https://www.cnet.com/news/julian-assange-uk-lawmakers-ask-biden-to-drop-charges-against-wikileaks-founder/
https://www.cnet.com/tags/wikileaks/
https://www.cnet.com/tags/julian-assange/
https://www.cnet.com/news/google-commits-to-work-with-uk-regulator-on-plan-to-drop-browser-cookies/
https://www.cnet.com/news/google-chrome-proposes-privacy-sandbox-to-reform-advertising-evils/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-57395094


N E W S

Facebook hit with EU and UK antitrust probes over potential ad data abuses

You wait ages for one antitrust investigation to come along, and then two show up at once. At least, that's what

happened to Facebook on Friday. The European Commission and the UK's Competition and Markets Authority both

announced they're launching antitrust probes into the social media company's potential misuse of ad data. 

 

Google should be declared a public utility, Ohio lawsuit demands

Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost filed a lawsuit against Google on Tuesday asking the court to legally declare the

search giant a public utility, akin to electricity and gas providers.

India’s CoWin vaccine booking system is a nightmare

The Indian government made its booking API free to everyone. Bots, profiteers and automation have made it

impossible for people to book slots

Facebook makes policy changes after Trump ban: What you need to know

Facebook took away former President Donald Trump's digital megaphone when the social network suspended him

following the deadly riot at the US Capitol in January. On Friday, the company said the politician might get it back

in 2023.

Patents Court considers Formstein defence to patent infringement in Facebook v Voxer

The proceedings concern an action for revocation brought by Facebook against a patent entitled

"Telecommunication and multimedia management method and apparatus" owned by Voxer, the developers of the

Walkie Talkie app.

https://www.cnet.com/news/facebook-hit-with-eu-and-uk-antitrust-probes-over-potential-ad-data-abuses/
https://www.cnet.com/news/google-should-be-declared-a-public-utility-ohio-ag-lawsuit-demands/
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/india-covid-vaccine-cowin
https://www.cnet.com/news/facebook-makes-policy-changes-after-trump-ban-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.mishcon.com/news/patents-court-considers-formstein-defence-to-patent-infringement-in-facebook-v-voxer


E V E N T S

JUST AI - Data walk

Part of a week-long series of events highlighting the

new possibilities of a humanities-led, broadly engaging

approach to data and AI ethics.

June 22, 2021

3:00 PM – 5:00 PM BST

 

Me, Myself and AI

During this workshop we will explore the collaborative

aspect of artificial intelligence through sprint-like drills

with the Royal College of Art students, the Makerversity

Community and Computers.

June 24, 2021

14:00 – 17:00 BST

Join our Global Women's Data Day: Data Analytics with Python

Le Wagon Women's Data Day is a full morning of coding workshops

dedicated to all women who want to gain data skills. If you are

interested or know women who want to discover Data Science, this is

the place!

June 26, 2021

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM BST

Growth Hacking and Traffic Encyclopedia Masterclass — London

Learn Growth Hacking Fundamentals and Understand Different Free and

Paid Traffic Secrets To Effectively Generate Qualified Traffic Online

June 29, 2021

12:00 AM – 2:00 AM BST

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/just-ai-data-walk-tickets-159672842771?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/me-myself-and-ai-tickets-157974835987?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/join-our-global-womens-data-day-data-analytics-with-python-tickets-151211943995?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/growth-hacking-and-traffic-encyclopedia-masterclass-london-tickets-159507849271?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


E V E N T S

Virtual Reality Workshop

Virtual Reality workshop for young people aged 13-25,

this course will be an introduction to VR using software

like Mozzila Hubs. 

Multiple days available 

Law and issues of regulating emerging

technological innovations

The school of law are delighted to invite you to our

online summer school. Join a cohort of a global student

community to explore some of the key legal issues  

arising from the changes in our world: Law and issues of

regulating emerging technological innovations in

democracies. 

July 2, 2021

14:00 – 16:30 BST

Robotic Process Automation & Uipath Info : Online Session –

London

If you’re looking for an extra edge in landing a new job or promotion,

post-pandemic, RPA certification can be a great option. Upgrade

your skills for a post-corona virus time. Learn end-to-end automation.

Join this free webinar. 

Multiple days and times available. 

Generally Thursdays

 

Zizi- Queering the Dataset | Jake Elwes

The ongoing project explores the intersection of A.I. and drag

performance. While Drag challenges gender and delves into the

concept of otherness, A.I. is often mystified as a tool which

perpetuates social bias. Elwes’ evolving project intends to celebrate

individuality and encourage its audiences to reflect on the biases

that exist within our data driven society. 

July 6, 2021

18:00 – 20:00 BST

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-reality-workshop-tickets-158709124263?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/law-and-issues-of-regulating-emerging-technological-innovations-tickets-157636788879?aff=ebdssbeac
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/robotic-process-automation-uipath-info-online-session-london-tickets-155598841323?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/zizi-queering-the-dataset-jake-elwes-tickets-158123420407?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


It is believed that developments such as this can lead to a new industrial

revolution. Her role is to promote sustainable development and safeguard

human rights and equality. 

It is believed that her human-like appearance makes her gain acceptance in

the public eye, counteracting the sci-fi belief that robots will destroy

humans. But, what do you think? Are robots the future? Will our world become

part of a sci-fi movie or will they be the help we need? We might get the

answer to those questions sooner than what we expected. 

I N T E R E S T I N G  F A C T  

 

Did you know that

there is a robot that

can imitate 62 human

expressions and has

her own passport?

 

Meet Sophia! 

Developed by Hanson

Robotics Hong Kong

with Saudi Arabia's full

citizenship 

https://www.britishcouncil.org/anyone-anywhere/explore/digital-identities/robots-citizens


In case you haven't yet, you should check out the latest podcast of TECH

ME OUT. This episode discusses how deep fakes pose significant legal

challenges that go well beyond the scope of disinformation. Our Elliott

Domeney discusses intricate uses of AI  and image manipulation with guest

Kelsey Farish, associate at DAC Beachcroft LLP. 

R E A D / W R I T E /

L I S T E N



NVIDIA and the battle for the future of AI chips

There is an apocryphal story about how NVIDIA pivoted from games and graphics

hardware to dominate AI chips – and it involves cats. 

Why it’s easier to move country than switch social media

If we don't get a veto over who connects to our services and how, how will we

safeguard those users' privacy? The rules that determine when someone is abusing

your privacy should come from democratic deliberation: from law and regulation.

How your data can – and can't – be used is too important to leave up to the whims

of tech executives. 

 

I spent two weeks working in VR and now I’m not sure what’s real

From scribbling on whiteboards on a beach to replying to emails in outer space,

could a VR headset be the answer to WFH woes? Could it be the future of work?

Making sense of tech law: “Reducing Online Harms: A statutory duty of care”

What duties does the internet owe you? A discussion with Lorna Woods, Professor of

Internet Law at the University of Essex, on establishing a statutory duty of care

owed by internet platforms to users of their services.

Tech tent: Can bitcoin mining ever be green?

The cryptocurrency business tries to boost its green credentials with the formation

of a 'Bitcoin Mining Council' and the help of Elon Musk. Will it make a difference?

Jaime Leverton, boss of Hut 8 Mining, and finance writer Frances Coppola discuss.

Plus a BBC investigation finds the Chinese trying out technology that claims to

sense your mood, and airplane engine maker Rolls Royce let us into its factory to

look at how data is powering its business. 

R E A D / W R I T E /

L I S T E N

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/nvidia-ai-chips
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/social-media-competitive-compatibility
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/working-in-vr-headset
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/episode-7-reducing-online-harms-a-statutory-duty-of-care/id1550739388?i=1000516666382
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/can-bitcoin-mining-ever-be-green/id802996636?i=1000523380830


We are always happy to hear from you

– if you have any ideas, comments,

wish to join us, or simply wish to

connect drop us a line at

letslab@gre.ac.uk

You can subscribe by emailing

letslab@gre.ac.uk. Do make sure to

check our website www.lets-lab.co.uk

to check our vibrant scholarly

community, our projects, our Tech Me

Out podcast series, and past

Newsletters.

You can also check our social media

accounts, there we will keep you

updated throughout the month!

C O N T A C T  U S

mailto:letslab@gre.ac.uk
http://www.lets-lab.co.uk/

