
M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

Hello everyone! I hope October is treating you well! Many

things are celebrated this month: Mental Health Awareness

Day, Indigenous People's Day, Halloween... and more! 

This month it is also important for us as it was around this

time last year that we started the LETS Lab Newsletter!

Thank you for being part of it! This October we bring you

back the Digital Lounge Series (LETS Lab special!)  on

"Upholding digital rights and media plurality" (it is going to be

amazing!), hope to see you there!
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N E W S

Gender inequality online costs governments $1 trillion, says web inventor's

foundation

Tim Berners-Lee's World Wide Web Foundation hopes governments will be spurred to act

after learning about the economic cost of the digital gender divide.

This tiny solar-powered factory cleans up dirty water

For large parts of the world, good quality drinking water is hard to come by. The first

solar-powered beverage factory is helping fix the problem. The result is a module that

converts sunshine and local groundwater into pristine, potable water – and which can

also produce premium craft beer and soft drinks. 

Google gives security keys to 10,000 high-risk users

Google is giving free physical USB security keys to 10,000 users at high risk of being

hacked - such as politicians and human rights activists. The USB keys provide two-

factor authentication - an additional layer of security beyond a password.

We need to talk about how Apple is normalising surveillance

Apple has taken a public stand on privacy, curtailing data abuses by apps and

declaring it doesn’t exploit its users’ information. But it has also created comprehensive

new ways to track us

All the ways Netflix tracks you and what you watch

Netflix tracks your viewing history and gathers a bunch of other data about you. There’s

not much you can do about it and it is why Netflix is so good at offering

recommendations for what to watch next. 

https://www.cnet.com/news/gender-inequality-online-costs-governments-1-trillion/
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/clean-water-wayout-machine
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-58844502
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/apple-surveillance-technology
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/netflix-data-tracking-privacy


N E W S

Facebook is trying to stop the sale of Amazon rainforest land on its Marketplace

Facebook announced Friday that it’s changing its commerce policies to explicitly prohibit the sale of

protected land on Facebook and its Instagram and WhatsApp platforms. The announcement comes

after a February BBC investigation into its Marketplace that found people illegally sold large plots of

land in the Brazilian Amazon rainforest on Facebook’s Craigslist alternative. 

Facebook whistleblower to appear before UK Parliament

Frances Haugen, the Facebook whistleblower who accuses the technology giant of putting profit

ahead of safety, will give evidence to the UK Parliament later this month.

Facebook asks US court to dismiss antitrust case to force sale of Instagram and WhatsApp 

Facebook Inc filed a motion on Monday asking a US court to dismiss the Federal Trade Commission’s

antitrust case against the company, which seeks to force it to sell Instagram and WhatsApp. The

motion was filed on the same day the company’s platforms experienced a six-hour-long global

outage that may cost the world economy nearly $1bn according to some estimates.

Instagram to introduce ‘take a break’ feature and ‘nudge’ teens away from harmful content

Facebook’s vice president of global affairs Nick Clegg announced the updates on Sunday. Clegg

made the remarks on CNN’s State of the Union show less than a week after whistleblower Frances

Haugen testified before Congress about internal research that showed Instagram can have a

negative effect on the mental health of young people.

Legal action over alleged Uber facial verification bias

Two unions are taking legal action against Uber, alleging that software used to verify drivers' identity

is racially biased, and the firm has unfairly dismissed drivers.

 

https://www.theverge.com/2021/10/8/22717032/facebook-marketplace-selling-amazon-land-conservation
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-58870495
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/facebook-asks-us-court-to-dismiss-b1932406.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/facebook-asks-us-court-to-dismiss-b1932406.html
https://www.theverge.com/2021/10/10/22719545/instagram-introduce-take-a-break-nudge-teens-harmful-content-facebook
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-58831373


E V E N T S

Open Data Institute Canalside Chats: The role of data

in tackling climate change

What is data’s role in tackling climate change? And how

can data leaders, policymakers, regulators, and

researchers working to tackle climate change make better

decisions using data?

18 October 2021

12:00 – 13:00 BST

Location: Battlebridge Room, 90 Kings Place, London,

N1 9AG

Panel Discussion: Women in Tech, Le Wagon 

Join us for our Female Panel Discussion about the

underrepresentation of women, diversity & inclusivity in the

technology industry in collaboration with Women in Tech!

18 October 2021

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM BST

Location: Le Wagon London, 138 Kingsland Rd, London,

E2 8DY

 

BCS London South AGM and Talk: World Wide Waste

World Wide Waste, examines the impact digital is having on the

environment. Gerry McGovern developed Top Tasks, a research method

which helps identify what truly matters to people. In order to save the

planet, we must move from a digital culture of “move fast and break

things” to “move slow and fix things.”

Date and time

19 October 2021

18:30 – 20:00 BST

Location: BCS, The Chartered Institute for IT, 25 Copthall Ave,

London, EC2R 7BP

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/odi-canalside-chats-the-role-of-data-in-tackling-climate-change-tickets-179855270957?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/panel-discussion-women-in-tech-tickets-174150808757?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/panel-discussion-women-in-tech-tickets-174150808757?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bcs-london-south-agm-and-talk-world-wide-waste-tickets-176373918137?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


E V E N T S

Virtual Cyber Security Roundtable

Join us for this hour long roundtable session which is

packed with useful advice and information, aimed at

helping you deal with the current online threats faced by

organisations.

15 October 2021

10:00 – 11:00 BST

Location: Fifosys, 224 Iverson Road, London, NW6 2HL

Launch Event: Putting the Power of the Law Behind

Climate Justice

A new Legal Empowerment project designed to bridge the

gap between grassroots human, environmental and climate

justice movements and the international legal community,

in order to build coordinated and multidisciplinary

approaches to global environmental issues.

25 October 2021 

6:00 PM BST

Location: Simmons & Simmons LLP, 1 Ropemaker Street,

London, EC2Y 9SS

Digital Lounge Series: Upholding digital rights and media

plurality

LETS Lab Digital Lounge series are back for 2021/2022 and you

are warmly invited to join our first Digital Lounge on the 29th of

October 2021 at 12 noon. Our guest speaker will be Ursula Smartt,

Associate Professor in Law at New College of the Humanities at

Northeastern University Boston.

29 Oct 2021, 12:00 BST

Location: University of Greenwich, Park Row, London, SE10 9LS

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-cyber-security-roundtable-tickets-174104450097?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/launch-event-putting-the-power-of-the-law-behind-climate-justice-tickets-178634740317?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/digital-lounge-series-upholding-digital-rights-and-media-plurality-tickets-187580376957?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


These headphones, sold by Urbanista, have integrated into the outside of the

headband a strip of a material called ‘Powerfoyle’ that’s supplied by a company

called Exeger. It’s a solar cell material and it can derive energy from any type of

light, from sunshine to the lightbulbs in your home. 

This means they are always charging, whether you are using them or not, making

their battery life "virtually infinite"!

I N T E R E S T I N G  F A C T  

 

 

Solar-powered

headphones, they

are here and they

work! 

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/urbanista-solar-los-angeles-headphones-review
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/urbanista-los-angeles-solar-powered-active-noise-cancelling-headphones


AI estimates 85% of world's population is affected by climate change

A team of researchers in Germany used machine learning to crunch at least 60,000

studies related to climate change. 

How the internet censorship world turned on NetBlocks

NetBlocks has become a crucial source of truth in the era of internet shutdowns.

But many are now questioning its methods.

NVIDIA and the battle for the future of AI chips

NVIDIA’s GPUs dominate AI chips. But a raft of startups say new architecture is

needed for the fast-evolving AI field

Facebook and Google’s new plan? Own the internet

America’s tech giants already own the online world. Now they want to own the

internet's infrastructure, too.

Wikipedia’s editing war, BBC Tech Tent

Can the online encyclopaedia be impartial in a world of hotly-contested

narratives? Plus, is Apple struggling to innovate? And the privacy implications of

Facebook’s smart sunglasses.

This Week in Tech (837): The Mullet Office - T-Mobile hack, OnlyFans policy

change, Cloudflare DDoS, Tesla's humanoid robot

T-Mobile Investigating Claims of Massive Customer Data Breach. Why there are so

many different cryptocurrencies. Bitcoin Knocks on Door of $50,000 After Rising

Above Resistance. OnlyFans shares its new policy banning sexually explicit content.

And much more!

R E A D / W R I T E /
L I S T E N

https://www.cnet.com/news/ai-estimates-85-of-the-population-is-affected-by-climate-change/
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/netblocks-internet-shutdowns
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/nvidia-ai-chips
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/facebook-google-subsea-cables
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/wikipedias-editing-war/id802996636?i=1000535623590
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3K02yLKGfF4YtwmCdVzLoC


We are always happy to hear from you

– if you have any ideas, comments,

wish to join us, or simply wish to

connect drop us a line at

letslab@gre.ac.uk

You can subscribe by emailing

letslab@gre.ac.uk. Do make sure to

check our website www.lets-lab.co.uk

to check our vibrant scholarly

community, our projects, our Tech Me

Out podcast series, and past

Newsletters.

You can also check our social media

accounts, there we will keep you

updated throughout the month!

C O N T A C T  U S

mailto:letslab@gre.ac.uk
http://www.lets-lab.co.uk/

